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SUBJECT: GODLEY APPOINTMENT 

1 . AT HIS REQUEST, ETHIOPIAN CHARGE MEKBIB MET WITH 
ASSISTANT SECRETARY SCHAUFELE DEC 14 TO INFORM HIM OF EPMG 
DECISION TO REQUEST THAT USG WITHDRAW NOMINATION OF G.M. 
GODLEY AS AMBASSADOR TO ETHIOPIA. ON BASIS OF RECENT 
SCHAUFELE REQUEST TO KIFLE, GOE HAD CAREFULLY RECONSIDERED 
ITS EARLIER DECISION TO ASK US TO WITHDRAW GODLEY NOMINA- 
TION. DESPITE HIS OUTSTANDING PROFESSIONAL AND PERSONAL 
QUALIFICATIONS, GOE HAD CONCLUDED THAT GODLEY WOULD NOT BE 
ABLE TO FUNCTION EFFECTIVELY IN ETHIOPIA. MEKBIB NOTED 

THAT UNFORTUNATE ARTICLE IN WASHINGTON POST HAD STIMULATED 
OPPOSITION CRITICISM OF GODLEY WHICH HAD CONVINCED EPMG 
THAT GODLEY'S PRESENCE WOULD GIVE RISE TO CONSTANT CRITI- 
CISM HARMFUL TO US-EPMG RELATIONS. 

2. ASSISTANT SECRETARY SCHAUFELE TOLD MEKBIB THAT WE DEEP- 
LY REGRET EPMG DECISION TO CHANGE ITS MIND ABOUT RECEIVING 
AS AMBASSADOR A MAN WHOM WE SINCERELY CONSIDER ONE OF OUR 
MOST OUTSTANDING DIPLOMATS AND WHOSE APPOINTMENT TO ETHIOPIA 
WE CONSIDERED AS AN INDICATION OF HOW HIGHLY WE VALUED OUR 
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GODLEY'S EFFECTIVENESS BECAUSE OF ADVERSE CRITICISM, 
SCHAUFELE POINTED OUT AGAIN THAT SUCH A DEVELOPMENT WOULD 
HAVE ORIGINATED ONLY TO DEGREE WHICH EPMG GAVE CREDENCE TO 

FALSE CHARGES. SCHAUFELE NOTED THAT THE ETHIOPIAN EMBASSY 
IN WASHINGTON HAS BEEN WITHOUT AN AMBASSADOR FOR A 
CONSIDERABLE TIME AND HE WONDERED IF WE SHOULD INTERPRET 
THIS AS CONSTITUTING A MESSAGE TO US FROM THE EPMG CONCERN- 
ING THE VALUE THEY PLACE ON THE RELATIONSHIP. SCHAUFELE 
TOLD MEKBIB THAT HE COULD NOT PREDICT WHAT THE REACTIONS IN 
THE SENATE WOULD BE, BUT THAT SINCE GODLEY'S NOMINATION 
WAS STILL FORMALLY PENDING BEFORE THAT BODY HE SUSPECTED 
THAT QUESTIONS WOULD BE ASKED THAT WOULD NOT BENEFIT OUR 
RELATIONS. HE CONCLUDED THAT SINCE WE HAD ON RECORD A NOTE 
FROM THE ETHIOPIAN FOREIGN MINISTRY AGREEING TO THE APPOINT 
MENT, WE WOULD NOW NEED A FORMAL NOTE FROM THE EPMG WITH- 
DRAWING THE PREVIOUS AGREMENT. MEKBIB AGREED TO SEEK 
IMMEDIATELY A FORMAL NOTE FROM HIS GOVERNMENT. EMBASSY 
ADDIS WILL PROBABLY BE RECEIVING THIS NOTE SHORTLY. 

3. MEKBIB, IN LATER INFORMAL CONVERSATION WITH AF/E 
OFFICER, VERY PRIVATELY SUGGESTED THAT SOME DIRG MEMBERS 
WERE INCLINED TO BELIEVE ADVERSE MATERIAL ON GODLEY 
CIRCULATING IN ADDIS AND PERHAPS FED TO THEM BY COMMUNIST 
DIPLOMATS. 

4. AF/E WILL INFORM THE EMBASSY OF CONTINGENCY PRESS 
GUIDANCE WHEN PREPARED. IN THE MEANTIME ANY INQUIRIES 
SHOULD BE REFERRED TO THE EPMG. KISSINGER 
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